It has often been noticed with regret that the eminent members of our profession who are engaged in extensive practice too frequently neglect the great opportunities they possess of enriching the annals of medical science and practice. This cannot be said of the distinguished author of the volume before us, who shows a due sense of the responsibilities of his position by occasionally recording, for the benefit of his brethren, the results of a large experience, and all must admit that his writings fully justify the great reputation which he enjoys, both in the profession and with the public. To the School of St. George's Hospital, which Sir Benjamin Brodie has always acknowledged himself indebted to for the opportunities of cultivating Pathology and Surgery, he has certainly never been wanting, and since he ceased to give a complete and systematic course of surgical lectures to the students of that institution, he has annually addressed to them a limited number of lectures on the same subjects, which have been continued since he resigned the office of surgeon to the hospital. We learn from the Preface that the present volume contains several of these discourses, which have already appeared in the weekly medical They place before the medical student the proper objects and true ends of his professional education, and whilst representing the real difficulties of his course, they offer every encouragement and every incentive which should stimulate a virtuous and honourable ambition. Sir B. Brodie knew well the rock on which the fortunes of many men of ardent minds are shipwrecked, when penning the following passage. " Let it always be borne in mind that this last (whatever relates to Medical and Surgical treatment) is the real object which you have in view. I address you as future medical practitioners. If, taking another course, you choose to study anatomy and physiology, merely as interesting branches of human knowledge, you are at liberty to do so, and you will be as well rewarded for your labours as if you had applied yourselves to geology, optics, or astronomy. In like manner, if any one apply himself, as a philosopher, altogether to the study of pathology, he will find much in it that may interest himself, and that may be useful afterwards to those who carry their researches further. But as medical practitioners, you must not stop at either one or the other of these points; and, never losing sight of the ultimate object of all your investigations, you must estimate the value of whatever other knowledge you acquire by the degree in which you find it to be directly or indirectly applicable to the healing art." P. 4. There 
